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Editorial Office, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT 
(Telephone: 0296 623911). 

Opinions expressed (including the 
editorial) are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily those 
of the Toc H Movement. 
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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all 
backgrounds and beliefs. Local group 
activities range from holidays for the 
handicapped and children’s playschemes 
to arts festivals and even bird watching. 
Toc H is short for Talbot House — the 
soldiers’ club in Belgium founded by the 
Reverend ‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. 
Today Toc H provides opportunities for 
people to test the relevance of practical 
Christianity and we welcome anyone who 
would like to give us a try. 


Members accept a four fold commitment: 


1. To build friendships across the 
barriers that divide man from man. 
2. To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions 


while always being willing to listen to the 
views of others. 
4. To work for the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world in 
which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 


Cover picture 

1984 volunteers on the W Midlands and 
S Wales ongoing project to dig out an old 
silted up lake in the grounds of 
Gloucestershire Sue Ryder Home. 
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rigorous economies — eg the loss of a full time editor; moves to cheaper paper and lo 
new, high speed printing (both involving a drop in quality of reproduction, especially 
of half tones). And, of course, your response to my appeals for voluntary contributions 
towards postage has helped greatly. Point Three was subsidised in 1977 and it is still 
subsidised but, on the whole, the level of subsidy has been held under control. 

From time to time, concerned readers write to suggest that we raise our selling 
price. This question has been discussed periodically by a succession of Central 
Executive Committees and we have always met the same dilemma. Point Three is not 
a ‘take it or leave it commercial product: it is something we can`t do without. Even at 
its present low price, not all members buy it. (Indeed, there are still Branches that buy 
one or two copies and pass them round!) Moreover, past experience suggests that any 
price rise produces an immediate drop in sales. Communication within Toc H — and 
the building of mutual understanding among us all — is a huge problem as it is: 
without the wide circulation of a journal appearing at frequent intervals, it could 
become impossible. If we are not regularly talking to each other, the ‘family’ could 
well disintegrate into a random collection of isolated units and individuals. I don't 
believe that overstates the case. So what can we do? 

This year, the CEC has grasped the nettle. They agreed in September (in the 
context of a wide ranging debate on Communications) that Point Three has a crucial 
role to play in communicating with the whole membership, and that that is its prime 
purpose. The CEC has decided, therefore, that we must accept the cost of sending 
Point Three direct 10 every member (and to project volunteers) without charge. It will 
be costly and it will. take time to work out just how to implement the decision. By the 
time you read this, it is possible that Central Council may have come up with 
suggestions and ideas. It may be, too. that we shall invite existing readers to continue 
to subscribe voluntarily whatever they are paying now. But, whatever the timing and 
however we do it, the Executive has clearly and firmly stated that, because internal 
communication is a top Priority for the Movement, we must be prepared to meet the 
necessary cost of producing and distributing Point Three. 
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Many people even in our own 
Mid-Eastern Region are as yet unaware of 
the very active young Norwich Group 
‘In Touch’. So I would like to tell you 
something of what we've been doing in 
the last few months. 


Back in December 1983. when we first 
adopted the name ‘In Touch’, we 
organised a Christmas party for about 30 
children selected for us by the local 
NSPCC officer. Lots of food was 
prepared and eaten. There were fun and 
games, after which we danced the evening 
away. The climax came with the arrival of 
Santa Claus — a retired chain store Santa 
— bringing the presents we had provided 
for the children. They were delighted and 
we were able to mark up the *{n Touch’ 
Group's first venture as a great success. 


Since then we have become involved with 
a local Children’s Home where one of 
our group did voluntary work. We 
challenged them to a game of football — 
and surprisingly won 7-3, although it 
wasn't as one sided as the score might 
suggest! But it was more than just a 
football match, it was a social occasion 
where we were able 10 enjoy chatting and 
eating hot dogs with the children after 
the game. 


This was soon followed by a games 
evening at the Home which involved us in 
playing pool, darts, draughts, cribbage 
and table tennis. Individuals from both 
sides played each other and we devised 
a points system to decide the winners. 
This time we lost but on an evening such 
as this there were no losers — everyone a 
winner! We won new friends and gained 
fresh understanding — and we and the 
children had a great time. 


About a week later we took these 
children out for the day in two minibuses, 
going to Colchester Zoo and on to 
Clacton Pier. Another fantastic day. The 
children now knew the Group well and 
everyone was able to really enjoy the 
whole day. Even the roller coaster on 
Clacton Pier was popular, despite the pale 
looks on some of the faces (mainly ‘In 


Worwic 


handicapped and have difficulty in doing 
even the simplest of everyday activities 
— cooking, shopping, getting on a bus — 
and often lack the confidence to try these 
things. We felt it possible for us to widen 
their experience by organising a holiday 
under canvas, on a one to one basis, a 
holiday in which we could try to share 
experiences and provide encouragement, 
as well as just enjoy ourselves. During the 
camp they were able to help with the 
cooking, plan the menus and do the 
shopping and they seemed to appreciate 
other people having confidence in them. 
We also had fun on the beach, organised 
a barbecue, went rowing on the Broads, 
riding on a miniature train and many 
other activities. These ‘students’ had a 
fantastic time on this project, their 
happy response paying us back tenfold 
for any effort on our part. 


We also have contacts with a local youth 
club and a psychiatric halfway house 
which we periodically visit to chat with 
the residents. 


To fund all these events we have had to 
Organise a few ‘fund raisers’. Great fun 
(though tring!) was the 24 hour ‘Stay 
Awake’. We've also arranged a jumble sale 
and a sponsored walk. probably the most 
unoriginal of fund raisers but never 


Touch’ members!) as they were seeming to fail to bring in the money. 
persuaded to have another go. The 
children really do seem to appreciate us Through our activities we have built 


befriending them and speak 
enthusiastically about this day to our 
group member who does voluntary work 
there. 


Possibly our most daring venture to date 
has been the five day project we 
organised this July for educationally 
sub-normal students from the Norwich 
City College. They are mildly mentally 


friendships and established relationships 
with those who in some ways are less 
fortunate than we and yet who have been 
able to help us increase our 
understandings. The group in Norwich 
will continue to build their relationships 
and extend their contacts with the local 
community so keep your eyes open for 
more news about a very active group in 
‘canary country. 


Hild (Cleveland) District mounted a 
Toc H window display for two summer 
months in a prominent Hartlepool shop 
window. 


- 


At Leigh (Lancs) 1984 Sumner garden party, Police Superintendent John Houghton, 
who opened the fete, tries his luck at the ‘Roll a Penny’ stall. With him is Branch 
Chairman Albert Tatum. 
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Suffolk punch! 


Dot Turner, our regular Colne/Orwell 
correspondent, sends us news of 
Stowmarket (Suffolk) Women’s Branch. 
She writes: ‘The day of our old people's 
outing was beautiful ... The hardest part 
was getting aboard those with arthritic 
knees, at times literally lifting each leg up 
the steps of the bus, but they were all so 
grateful. One old lady said, "I wonder if 
you will ever know how much joy you 
have given me today. Toc H is so caring. 
Do you know I haven’t been out of my 
house since you took me last year...” 
We finished a lovely trip through country 
lanes at Trimley where the Women’s 
Branch gave us tea...* 

Stowmarket Branch are currently 
raising funds for their local Blind 
Association. Their seven members raised 
over £200 in just two events — a stall at 
their hospital’s open day (£87) and a 
whist drive (£118). 


‘Granny Vera's walk ({s)’ 


Michael Crowe writes to say that his 
Branch — Durdham Down (Avon) Men — 
raised £10 to help sponsor Vera Andrew’s 
Round Britain Walk in aid of cancer 
research. (Full story in our November 
1983 and April 1984 issues). We’ve not 
heard from Vera yet but Michael tells us 
that she is already planning to tackle the 
record time set in 1980 for the John 
O’Groats to Lands End walk (13 days, 
17 hours). 


‘Wilts’ and Wallabies 


It is always a pleasure to hear of 
traditional Branches working side by side 
with new young Groups. The recent 
Branch survey (‘Spreading the good 
news’) turned up a number of instances 
of this and now we have other examples 
from Swindon District. 

During the summer, District 
member Eric Brazier and his wife hosted 
a District picnic in his Wootton Bassett 
home and garden. Branch and District 
members and friends turned up and all 
welcomed members of the ‘Wallabies’ 
who came to see what a traditional Toc H 
gathering was like and stayed on to enjoy 
themselves. Later, Purton Men’s Branch, 
backed by Chiseldon Branch called on 
members of the ‘Wallabies’ for help in 
running a coconut shy at the annual fete 
of a nearby Shaftesbury Society School 
for disabled children. This was followed 
up by a day out for the children 
organised by Swindon and Chippenham 
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about 


with the invaluable assistance again of the 


‘Wallabies’. , 
Incidentally, we're delighted to 


have this opportunity of sending Ris 
congratulations to Vic Court, th 
indefatigable Secretary of Chiseldon 
Men’s Branch. Our correspondent tells us 
that Vic and his wife Roma were guests 
this year at the Royal Garden Party. This 
honour was in recognition of Vic's many 
activities as ‘Uncle Vic’ in the Children s 
ward of the Princess Margaret Hospital — 
an extension of his work with the 
Swindon Hospitals Broadcasting Society. 


‘Recipe for success’ 


‘Take a garden with a swimming pool on 
a beautiful summer’s day. Add a band of 
willing workers and a very worthy cause. 
Result — a magnificent £785.’ That is 
how the two Newbury Branches describe 
their effort to help found a local ‘Help 
Centre’ for cancer patients and their 
families. The mayor launched the fete, 
and stalls, competitions and games all 
helped fill the coffers. 


But the fellowship lives on! 


Earlier this year, the ‘Knutsford 
Fellowship’ was brought to an end. Its 
Original members went to Knutsford 
straight from the WWI trenches. Now in 
their 80s and 90s, they decided on 
closure of the association rather than a 
slow fade out. The  Fellowship’s 
remaining funds have been passed to the 
Aston Training Scheme. 

The Ordination Test School at 
Knutsford (where candidates for the 
Anglican ministry could improve their 
general education while testing their 
vocation) was the brainchild of Tubby 
Clayton. Tubby also chose the site (an 
exceptionally ugly old prison!) and served 
there for some six months as teacher and 
housemaster. The Test School remained 
at Knutsford until 1922 and 435 of its 
students were ordained. 


Congratulations .. . 


To Gladys Laborde (Paris Branch) on the 
award of MBE. Helen Beaver writes to tell 
us that Gladys has been a member of the 
Branch since 1962 and has recently 
retired from her work in a home for 
ex-nurses. She is spending her retirement 
time visiting and shopping for the elderly 
if my calculations are right, Paris Branch 
now has four MBEs among its members 
Is this a record? : 


who has been awarded the Orde, Re 
Australia Medal (OAM) — an Order of 
which HM the Queen is Head. Ron Was 
invested in September with the Meda] and 
other insignia by the Governor of Wester 
Australia who is also Toc H Patron. We 
all send our warm congratulations and 


good wishes. 


To Worthing Men's Branch who 
celebrated their 30th anniversary jp 
September. Some 50 menibers and guests 
from Southdown District shared in the 
celebration at the Methold House. 


To Vera and Tim Figgins who celebrated 
their 24th wedding anniversary at the Old 
House in September. Vera is Chairman of 
the Maidstone Swan Group and their 
members were joined in the celebration 
by the Chairman of the Swans 
(Poperinge) Group. Are you Betting 
confused? | expect they were, too, since 
they started the day with a chainpagne 
breakfast and ended it with a meal at the 
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A good time was had by all! 


It was a pleasure to hear from Redcar — 
now a Joint Branch. Their secretary, 
Olive Jessop, writes: ‘In July we took 21 
elderly people, unable to go out by 
themselves, to Saltburn for the afternoon. 
We enjoyed sitting on the sea front and 
tea and a musical entertainment at the 
Coach House afterwards. We used Toc H 
minibuses and hosts enjoyed themselves 
as much as guests. Our next project is to 
raise funds to provide a piano for one of 
our conununity homes for the elderly...’ 


Toc H is back in Chester! 


Revd Bill Elliott writes: ‘/¢ is, / 
understand, many years since there was a 
Branch of Toc H in Chester but on 
1 October a new Group was inaugurated 
at a meeting addressed by Cyril Carrier, 
Chairman of North Wales and North West 
Region. The attendance included OAPs, 
college students and a variety of ages in 
between. The Group has already arranged 
to hold an exhibition at St Peter's 
Ecumenical Centre in the City to make 
Toc H more widely known and enquiries 
about jobs are in hand. We hope to be 
part of Crewe and North Staffs District. 


Lincolnshire Area Festival 


On a Saturday in September, some 80 
members from Lincolnshire, South 
Humberside, Nottinghamshire and 
Derbyshire gathered in All Saints Church, 
Faldingworth, for their annual Service of 
thanksgiving and rededication. The 
Service was conducted by Revd E Barlow 
(of Lincoln Branch) assisted by Jeff Bird 
(a former member of staff and now a 
student at Lincoln Theological College). 
The Ceremony of Light was taken during 
the Service by Jimmy Cliffe, Lincs Area 
Chairman. After the Service, members 
went to the village hall, where they 
enjoyed a delicious tea. all home made 
by members. A very happy evening 
followed, with fun and games organised 
by Eileen Vellam, Lincs Area Secretary. 


‘Living as a family’ 


This was the name of the Norfolk project 
to give a week’s holiday to physically 
handicapped adults of all ages, using a 
beautiful moated Elizabethan house, set 
in 11 acres of park and woodland. The 
party was made up of 16 handicapped 
people and 18 volunteers. CEC member 
Olive Tennant says, ‘/t is a holiday of 
surprises. Al the beginning of each day, 
thev are given a clue us to where they are 
going on that day...’ 


Please keep writing! 


We have no roving reporters so that we 
depend almost entirely on your writing to 
let us know what you are doing. Please 
keep the letters coming! Our only other 
regular source of information is the local 
press and we hear from them (but often 
inaccurately!) much more than we do 
from you. The remaining items on this 
page (except the last one) are taken from 
press cuttings and they reveal a great 
range of Toc H happenings across the 
country, most of which you have never 
told us about! 


‘Boggit’ hunt 


Southampton’s Toc H Magpies toured 
Portsmouth pubs on a ‘boggit’ hunt, 
raising £140 to send handicapped 
children on day trips... 


Walking for others! 


Norwich’s Action Group, with YHA 
members, completed a 20 mile sponsored 
walk and raised £180 towards the 
Group's Toc H project to provide 
holidays for the handicapped and for 
children in NSPCC care. 


Meanwhile in the Duchy... 


Looe (Cornwall) Men’s Branch 
entertained 16 young muscular dystrophy 
victims from all over the SW, who were 
holidaying with the help of Tavistock 
Toc H. 


And at Cuddesdon... 


Thurrock Joint Branch’s two ambulances 
took 20 physically handicapped children 
for a week's holiday at Cuddesdon House. 
During the week, the youngsters were 
cared for by Branch members (who 
include qualified nurses), voluntary 
helpers and members of Thurrock’s 
young Toc H Group (‘Griffins’). 


A blooming success! 


Corby (Northants) community 
programme turned its attention to us this 
summer. Twelve unemployed men have 
transformed the 30 year old, much 
overgrown Toc H town garden. Sam 
Hagan, the town’s acting community 
programme manager, says, ‘There is no 
doubt that the garden is now a lovely 
place for people to sit and rest’. 
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The Church Times quotes an old copy of 
the Toe H Journal which recorded that 
Cambridge Branch at that time had three 
Toc H padres. They were Revds Beane, 
Gawne and Dunnitt! 


Good news from N Ireland! 


Bangor (N Wales) spent the early part of 
the year raising £1,000 to give 25 Belfast 
and Londonderry deprived children a 
week’s adventure holiday at Port Penrhyn. 


Oh, those jumble sales! 


Bournemouth and Christchurch Branch 
sent out a press SOS in August for the 
return of a three foot high, solid oak 
pedestal, used as a stand for their Lamp. 
They lent their premises to a local 
football club to hold a jumble sale and 
one of the first lots sold was the pedestal! 


Nine tailors? 


Margate Women spent a Branch evening 
being coached in bell ringing... 


Talk with a purpose! 


A Leicester newspaper reports that Toc H 
Branches in Leicestershire are 
concentrating this year on the Talking 
Newspaper Service for the blind and 
visually handicapped. The service — now 
county wide — started in Melton 
Mowbray ten years ago. Now, almost 
1,500 listeners receive weekly or 
fortnightly taped editions of local news 
and information. Toc H aims to extend 
this to another 300 people, each to be 
provided with a cassette recorder, tapes 
and a postal pouch. 


And finally... 


One of the many remarkable stories 
coming to light in our survey of Branch 
work has come from Clevedon. For many 
years, some of their members have helped 
distribute both meals and books to the 
elderly — under the auspices of WRVS. 
One member has carried out this work 
faithfully on five mornings a week for 
l4 years. He has now ‘retired’ only 
because his age precludes him from 
insurance cover, We have seen a letter 
from the local WRVS pointing out that 
they need to recruit ten new drivers to 
replace this one Toc H stalwart! 
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A warm welcome to 30 new members 


HAS CHRISTMAS 
CHANGED? 


by Revd Richard Fox 


When we speak of Christmas to People 

any age. Our approach has to be mia 2 
same: there is only one Christmas Story d 
We have to keep the story uncomplicatey 
simple and truthful. But that js ie 
surprising. for that is what the story ig ot 
simple. So simple that it is unbelievaby 
without our faith. e 


It is here that we have the crux of the 
problem. There can be no religious 
meaning to Christmas for those who go 
not know Christ because to have ‘faith i 
someone or something, we have to know 
them. However, it docs not require ą 
great knowledge on which to build faith. 
a little may well be sufficient to recognise 
Christmas as a Christian Festival. 


How can we help such people? 


We need to take their minds off the 
commercial aspect we see all around us 


One of this year’s many activities by the 
Much Wenlock Toc H Group was fo stage 
a summer luncheon for pensionen. 
Clearly the guests enjoved the day! 
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This year’s Louth (Lincs) Toc H Flower Show attracted near 
record entries. In the picture Louth’s Mayor fay ‘ 
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and direct their thoughts to God. We are 
not able to explain how babies happen 
unless we tell our listeners about mothers 
and fathers. Likewise Jesus Christ will be 
meaningless without some knowledge of 
God from whom He came. 


We believe that the one, true God of 
Abraham, Isaac, Moses, David, Peter, 
Luke, Paul and ourselves. created the 
universe and seeing that it was good 
wished to share it. So he created mankind 
with whom God could communicate and 
who in turn was able to communicate 
with God. 


God’s desire was for us to enjoy His 
creation and in return show a grateful 
love for God. But things went wrong. 
Mankind, having been given the ‘free will’ 
to Jove also had to be given the ‘free will’ 
to reject or hate. Because of the pride, 
arrogance and self righteousness of 
human beings, we fell away from our 
Creator... 


Because of this God decided that we 
needed... 

a. a clearer understanding of God. 
b. an example to how human beings 
ought to live together... 

To do this God had to become a ‘man’ 
because it would have been unfair for 
God ...a Son of God or even an Angel 

. to tell us how to live. Whoever was 
sent to us had to experience our 
limitations and difficulties. He had to be 
human. How else could God prove to us 


William (Tom) Higgins, Chairman of 
Wimborne (Dorset) Joint Branch is also 
Cranborne’s Town Crier, and spends 
much of his spare time opening fetes and 
bazaars. 


that his way of life was possible for 
mankind? Because of this God sent His 
Son. 


That is the Christmas story. There can be 
no changes made nor can we expect its 
telling to make people believe. We have to 
accept this fact ihat neither we, nor this 
magnificent story can convert anyone. 
That is the work of the Holy Spirit. We 
can and must reveal the facts to everyone, 
but to make anyone believe in God and 
Christ is beyond the ability of any human 
being. Belief is very personal. The 
evidence we have for our own belief ... 
for our Faith . . . can be no proof to 
anyone else. Proof of God can be found 
only in experiences we may have whilst 
tentatively ‘trusting God’. Our proof 
when explained can only, at best, 
encourage others to seek their own proof 
through experience. This can be done 
only by ‘trving God out’ as we might say. 


If any changes are necessary, they cannot 
be changes to the Christmas story. That 
is unchangeable, like God. Nevertheless 
changes may be necessary in ourselves by: 
better witnessing, better loving, better 
living and by overcoming all selfishness 
and greed. In other words, by living more 
in keeping with the example of Jesus 
Christ... 


If the Christmas story is no longer the 
attraction it was in the past, it is probably 
due to our stripping it of its mystery and 
its magic. It is we who need to change 


and so give t 
magnificence and its my: 
motivation it has had over the cent 


To so many, Christmas means bigger 
presents, larger profits, the filthy fingers 
of commercialism and the canting 
criticism of communism in all its varied 
forms. It also means gross excesses of 
food, drink, cruelty and of carelessness. 
However, there are some to whom it is 
recognised as the means to salvation, 
hope, great and wonderful joy! There are 
many, many others who would like to 
feel this. It is these people that God is 
telling us to reach out to comfort and 
encourage, to show the true meaning of 
Christmas. 


To us in the Christian Church, Christmas 
is a festival of joy, love, and gratitude. 
The mystery of the ‘baby’ who was God 
will continue to fill us with awe and 
wonder. For the sake of those who long 
to feel as we do, we must make our joy 
known. For the rest we must go on 
praying that by our obedience to, and 
service in, God's name more and more 
will seek to know God and come to gaze 
in awe and wonder at The Babe of 
Bethlehem, The Man Born to be King, 
God ina Manger... 


Christ walked a while among us, so that 
we might known the meaning of love. 
May He daily walk beside you that you 
might have the blessings of joy and a 
blessed Christmas time. 


IRVING 
SILVERWOOD 
(HUDDERSFIELD) 
LIMITED 
INSURANCE BROKERS 


Competitive rates of premium for members personal insurances 
including — 
house, buildings and contents: 
motor: 
personal accident: 
health: 
life assurance: 
endowment and investment. 


We welcome requests from members for quotations which we 
provide free of charge and without obligation. 


Perseverance House 

Firth Street 
HUDDERSFIELD 

West Yorkshire HD1 3BL 


Telephone 0484 22200 
Talex 51458 
Comhud G for Eastwood 


INSURANCE BROKERS TO TOC H 
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Photo: Bernadette Cobham 


i CFA € UO a 
Bridlington TAG, hosting 12 children from 
trip to Flamborough cliffs. 


Mand 


BAG Z 2A 
One of the group of children from a 
Birmingham Home given a ‘family’ 
holiday in a Worcestershire cottage. The S a SS Te A 
family’ was completed by six hard Older children from Luton’s Marsh Farm had a testing adventure holiday based at Port 
working volunteer ‘aunties’ and ‘uncles’. Penrhyn, thanks to SE Region. 


hoto: 


Photo: Peter Ranken 


A group on this year’s ‘Princess Marina Project’ (SE Region). 
Volunteers gather to help staff run the home’s annual holiday 
week. 
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Round-up in Wednesfield, ) 


‘Holiday 


inny Information 


i a) Í 
{ ; ER ‘Fave’ phrase on this Southern Region 
i MEn \ are project was, ‘Give us a kiss, darling!’ This 
Helped by a Warden Manor Award, wasa demanding holiday on a one-to-one 
Winsford (Cheshire) took 38 deprived basis for mentally handicapped children. 
children on holiday, recruiting 12 young Thev took over a beautiful Cheltenham at Verdens (BAOR) 1984 Toe H 
unemployed as volunteer helpers. house and ran it by themselves fora week. playscheme. 
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Photo: 


As part of their wide involvement in Cardiff's 1984 ‘Victorian 
Carnival’, a Toc H project group built and manned (with a local 
EEE is A Branch) this popular stall. 
This year, W Midlands and S Wales z 
organised the volunteer assistance fora 
two week stint in a Birmingham 
Adventure playground. 


MF 


Photo: Caroline Smith 


Photo: Images 


Owen gets sympathy from Samantha E a - mem zoor - : 
after being thrown ina bramble bush and Llandrindod Wells Branch helped with a Birmingham ‘Children in Care’ holiday 
giving himself first aid. (SE Region’s week project. Their contribution was to provide a ‘Day in Wales’ which embraced hill 
under canvas for 20 inner city children. ) climbing, boating, games and a nature trail — as well as two huge meals! 
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c H, asking why they were in Toc H, 
n traditional Branches, and half to 
Fairmindedness; this month it is on 


ticipants in Toc 
t to members | 
e focus was on 


During Autumn 1983, John Mitchell wrote to 100 members or pa 
and whether it had changed them. Half of these letters were sen 
younger people involved in youth groups or projects. Last month th 
‘Personal Growth’. 


5. Personal Growth ; tad that Toc H had touched people’s lives, and 
It would have been surprising if many letters had not mentioned or implied tha indictment of the Movement. The fact 
helped them to grow. In fact, had they failed to do so, it would have been a sad indic to affirm that Toc H had ‘grown’ 
is, though, that a huge proportion of those who replied actually went out of their way 

them in some way or other, 

s them to realise their latent capabilities, 


One of the major themes was that Toc H challenges people, and in so doing helps ths ations | would not have thought I 
One young man from the Midlands writes: ‘/t has also meant that | can cope with situ 


A ally shudder away from 
could. It can humble you and raise you on a pedestal at the same time. Things you ea tie X pit e d noc eee 
you have a capability to do. Toc H strengthens a person . . .‘ and this theme of da j HAr ah a 0a Sea 
another young man put it: ‘Challenges, always new challenges — leading projects, Clayto 7 


Africa, perhaps, being a long term volunteer, project groups, organizing projects . . . 


Older Branch members echo that... ‘Our local Branch had other ideas, and | was gently “pushed” we t= office of 
District Secretary — something | would not have volunteered for, but someone else saw my potential Gils Toc cs has 
enabled me to do things | didn’t think | was capable of, such as being a cook fora week at a children’s camp. . .“ and 
other members report similar incidents in their Toc H lives. 


The theme of increased confidence recurs: ‘Toc H. . . has given me more confidence ina group situation. . . ‘Howhas it 
changed me? | have more confidence in my abilities; I'm also rather more aware of things about me that I’m not happy 
with, not in the sense of feeling a failure, just that | have a tremendous amount to learn, and that | might just enjoy 
learning!’ and a pensioner who has only recently joined the Movement says ‘/ found that, in the name of Toc H, | 
could do things | thought | was incapable of!’ Again and again this theme is repeated. Another young volunteer writes: 
‘By exposing me to new situations and challenges in project work, Toc H has given me the chance to do things and cope 
with situations which | had previously imagined were beyond my capabilities. So Toc H has changed me by cultivating 
abilities which had previously been such tiny seeds that | did not even know of their existence’ and another: ‘1 was 
frequently asked to take responsibilities | didn’t consider myself capable of, and was always helped and supported". 
And another: ‘At the second weekend I was asked to lead a project — me! lead a project?! — it made me feel important, 
it was a challenge, and my immediate instinct was to try and prove that person right!’ 


Other correspondents see their own development as more than just a gaining of confidence. While many of the younger 
ones are well aware that they are growing up anyway, and would have matured despite Toc H, they still affirm that 
Toc H has made an important contribution to their growth. Tongue in cheek, one girl says ‘Toc H has helped me to 
mature, though l'm not perfect (yet)!’ ‘Toc H has been a vehicle’ writes another volunteer, ‘Since | have been involved 
with Toc H, I’ve begun to look at me, and not at society’s view of what | should be; to discover my real values, and 
morals, motives etc . . .“ Another writer looks back over seven years of contact with Toc H and says: ‘How has Toc H 
changed me? It has touched every bit of me; I’ve learnt a lot emotionally, spiritually, and I’ve made some very close 
friends’. 


A regular project leader writes: ‘Toc H has helped me to grow and learn, it has enabled me to discover myself and 
realise what is important to me. Because people have shared themselves so completely, | fee! more aware of individuals 
and their talents. | think that Toc H has changed me by giving me a better understanding of people, and myself’. 


Looking back over 40 years in the Movement, a Branch member writes: “/ have been changed into a person who has 
accepted, as | had never been able to previously, myself as | was, just like any other human being, with strengths and 
weaknesses. Yet it (Toc H) gave me confidence to use what gifts, talents and knowledge that í had S EM their 
inadequacies and limitations, for my own personal growth, yes, but also in mission and service to O It was a areat 
change from the purposelessness which had been my way of life before I was first influenced by Toc Hall those years 


r 


ago’. 


And a final comment from someone 45 years younger: ‘As a resul si $ 
Yy y g sult of Toc H's influence, I’m now tons more confident 


about being open with people, being “myself” and not wearing masks. I’ve learnt that you do lav yourself much more 
open to hurt this way, because you're consciously making yourself very vulnerable, but it is well worth the risk!’ 


(Next month’s theme (the last) is ‘The Spiritual Dimension’) 
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Justly proud mother and son! Brenda 
Gould — manager of our Port Penrhyn 
Adventure Centre — began to study fora 
BA degree at Bangor just as her son 
started his Hull University Course. Both 
gained their degrees this year! Is this a 
record? 


Seventy three year old Ron Tyler has been at it again! He has 
just raised over £700 bya sponsored walk to Exeter via Nobod y 
Inn. (Exeter's stationmaster saved his poor feet by giving him a 
first class return to his home town of Teignmouth!) The mouen 
was handed to MacMillan Nurses Cancer Relief fund officers 
Commander J Nash and Mrs MacAulay. 


Photo: Douglas Gowan 


Photo: F Walters 


Photo: South Wales Argus 3 


esents the Duke 
Edinburgh gold award to Susan Burchill of the 2nd Newport 
(last) Toc H Ranger Guide Unit. 


The Mayor of Newport (Gwent) 


In our October issue, we published a 
letter from Naomi Parris of West 
Worthing. I regret that the closing lines of 
her letter contained a ‘tense slip’. Naomi 
asks us to make it clear that the 
references to shared monthly 
Communion referred back to their 
Branch days. — Editor 


‘It’s almost 1985!’ 


With reference to the item in the October 
issue under the title ‘/t’s almost 1985’, 
surely the ‘people’ with different religious 
beliefs, all (not only Christians) believe in 
Almighty God. 


L C Duncan 
Southampton 


| take great exception to the views 
expressed by Ruth Wallner (Open Forum, 
October). We should most certainly 
encourage young people to become 
members of Toc H but not by the 
abandonment of its Christian concepts. 
The mere fact that Toc H is a Christian 
organisation makes it so different from all 
other voluntary organisations undertaking 
similar acts of service. 

We should certainly welcome all 
men and women of different faiths and of 
none at all to join us in our fellowship 
in Toc H in the hope that, by our 
example, they will become Christians and 
thus accept full membership of Toc H. 
We must not, under any circumstances, 
forget the words of The Main Resolution 
or tinker with The Four Points of the 
Compass. 

As a Christian myself, Toc H 
would be finished so far as I am 
concerned if The Four Points of the 
Compass should be altered to suit the 
views of such as Ruth Wallner. How dare 
she say that the words of The Four Points 
of the Compass are out of date! 


Derick Parsons 
Bembridge, IOW 


I feel that the letter from Ruth Wallner 
demands reply. The language of the Four 
Points of the Compass is not out of date 
but simple, straightforward and clear. 
If young people cannot understand it 
then is is not the language at fault but 
their education. 

Regarding the Fourth Point I can 
find nothing in the wording to prevent 
anyone of any creed or none from 
becoming a member. Surely you can 
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practise the Christian way of life without 
joining the Christian Church? 


Ben Cooper 
Ipswich 


Note:This is a selection from the letters 
received on this subject. In our concern 
about the Fourth Point of the Compass, 
let us not forget the importance of the 
Third Point — Fairmindedness. Let us try 
to see what is really being said. rather 
whan what we fear is being said. (This 
comment applies equally to many of the 
references by correspondents to my 
Personal View on the dangers of violence 
in the August issue!). 

l. Ruth is not yet a member but she 
has worked with us for a long time. She 
was onc of the group of members, full 
time staff and friends who had the 
original discussion and she offered to 
organise the second meeting. The wording 
of the notice was deliberately provocative 
but it made quite clear their hope that 
members of different backgrounds and a 
variety of views would join the debate. 
2. As I read what they are saying, 
these people are not questioning either 
the Toc H purpose or the basic and 
important concepts encapsulated in the 
Main Resolution — including the Four 
Compass Points. They are concemed that 
the traditional language in which they are 
still expressed, at best conveys little or 
nothing to people not brought up in a 
church environment, and at worst holds 
them back from acceptance of full 
membership. This is precisely the concem 
shown by those who reverently translated 
the Bible into English and then into more 
modem English! Without such people 
over the centuries, we would still have 
our Bible and our liturgies in dead 
languages only. 

3. When this group meets in January, 
it will be made up in the main of 
members and they will have full time 
staff with them. It is hardly their fault if 
no-one of different views joins in to argue 
the case! The group has been in no way 
commissioned or approved by HQ and its 
findings will have no authority in 
themselves. Presumably, they will act as 
responsibly as other informal Toc H 
groups and will pass on their conclusions 
for possible consideration by the Central 
Executive. 

4. Finally, it is my view that we shall 
die as a Movement — and deserve to die — 
if we stifle free discussion. 1 strongly 
support the long standing explanation of 
the Third Point of the Compass which is 
spelt out for us each year on p4 of the 
Toc H Diary. 


5 What do you think? — Editor 


Violence on Picket Lines 


In your editorial note following Arthur 
Pledger’s letter (October issue) yoy 
enquire what other readers may think, 

| thought Arthur fully justified jp 
designating your August ‘Personal View? 
contribution ‘anti-miner and although 
you deny having any such intention, yet 
to me the underlying theme was that the 
miners were the offending party. 

Your opening paragraph outlined 
the Government and Coal Board case — 
strangely without a word of criticism — 
whilst the rest of the article concerned 
picket violence. its causes, the abuse of 
the police and the disgraceful mob 
behaviour of striking miners. You stated 
that the police were not initiating 
violence, but reacting against it on behalf 
of us all. 

How does one seek to verify 
these accusations against the miners? It 
could be of course, that you have actually 
been present when trouble has arisen and 
can thus, with first hand experience, 
prove that violence is always started by 
mining mobs, whereas I have 
unfortunately to rely on TV's 
presentation of rampaging hooligans and 
the reports of the anti-miner Tory Press. 

Perhaps if only local communities 
knew more about each other, and each 
other’s way of fife, there would be a 
greater reluctance to condemn. I must 
confess for instance, that my sole 
experience of a mining community is 
limited to association with one Durham 
mining family. Father and two of his sons 
were miners and the whole family 
upright, genuine law abiding Methodists. 
My friend John, another brother, proved 
to be an excellent Toc H member, who, 
had he been alive today, would have been 
much perturbed by your personal view of 
miners as an overwhelming mob, causing 
disorder on a massive scale. 

It is to be hoped that mining 
families, maybe with Toc H connections, 
will not form a wrong impression of our 
Movement, should they read August 
Point Three, either at home or elsewhere. 


r l support Arthur Pledger to the 
ull. 


R R Lawrence 
Rushden, Northants 


I agree with Arthur Pledger’s excellent 
letter on the miners (October issue) but 
the editor's comments that follow it seem 
to ignore the facts of the matter and fail 
to give any moral guidance. In one 
incredible sentence, miners protecting 
their jobs and their communities are 
labelled lawbreakers while the role of the 
police is seen as beyond reproach and the 
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whole blame for this violent dispute is 
heaped on the miners with the words ‘the 
responsibility for all the violence starts 
and remains with the lawbreakers, not 
with those reacting in our name to 
uphold the law’. 

There has been appalling violence 
from both sides of the dispute. So far as 
police violence is concerned, most 
newspapers choose not to publish reports, 
put the tip of the iceberg has been seen or 
referred to on television. Much of the 
police force’s activity has been of a kind 
that would never have been thought 
possible in Britain, and those who have 
experienced police behaviour in pit 
villages are unlikely to agree that the 

olice are merely ‘reacting in our name to 
uphold the law’. 

But my chief criticism is that 
there are deeper reasons underlying this 
dispute than the editors comments 
suggest, and in my view the government 
is largely responsible in that it has 
violated two important principles. Firstly, 
that the police and law courts should act 
independently of the Government. Yet, 
from the start, the Government has used 
the police as an instrument for its policies 
and has been prepared to pursue political 
objectives by confrontation with the 
trade union movement, willing to pay 
millions of pounds, said to be ‘money 
well spent’, on police overtime, but not 
willing to spend money on keeping pits 
open. 

The other principle violated is the 
one quoted by Arthur Pledger: ‘people 
before profits and compassion before 
competition’ If the Government seeks 
to close what it chooses to call 
‘uneconomic’ pits and in so doing disrupt 
miners’ communities, it should be a 
matter for wide discussion between all 
involved, including the miners of course, 
but the Government’s contempt for such 
an idea is clear. I recall the speech in 
which this dispute was likened to the 
Falklands War, which included the 
wicked assertion that the miners were 
‘the enemy within’. The Government had 
no more intention of discussing such a 
matter with the miners than it had of 
discussing the sovereignty of the 
Falklands with Argentina. 

A dispute such as this should 
never occur in a civilised society. That it 
does occur is an indication of a deep 
failure in our society, and the explanation 
of this violence is not in my view to be 
found simply in blaming either the miners 
or the police. It lies deeper, in the 
assumptions underlying our society as to 
how the future of an industry should be 
determined, and in the methods used by 
the Government to force through its 


name and address will be 


considered for publication. 


Policies. In our 
consideration or 
workers of an 
community when 


society there is no 
compassion for the 
industry and their 


an industry is closed 
down. There is only a pretence of 


consideration, a handing out of financial 
compensation to those who have lost 
at livelihoods and never expect to 
again, and empty promises that new 
industries will be encouraged, made with 
vastly bigger handouts to a de Lorean. 
This does nothing to breathe life back 
into a town that has died, Consett for 
example. I am convinced that the 
Government deliberately sought this 
confrontation with a leading section of 
the trade union movement and that the 
methods used allowed the miners only 
two alternative responses, either 
submission to the diktat of the 
Government or meeting confrontation 
head on. Jn such a situation it is to the 
miners’ credit that they chose the latter, 
but to the Government’s discredit that 
the miners had no real alternative. Is it 
surprising that violence results? | say this 
not to condone that violence but merely 
to be realistic. In civil disputes it is 
possible to have recourse to a law court 
to resolve the matter, but that is 
impossible in this case. The highest court 
in the land is Parliament, but in what 
sense can that be regarded as a higher 
authority when the Prime Minister herself 
and her appointed agent lan MacGregor 
are party to the dispute? 


Eddie Crouch 
Knaresborough 


You asked for thoughts upon your 
‘Personal View’ (August) and Arthur 
Pledger’s letter (October). l agree entirely 
with Arthur, while you appear to support 
the Tory political line. As the Tories have 
for the past century and more been 
against British mining, therefore you, 
by harping upon the theme of violence at 
the pitheads, support the Tory ministers 
who are anti-miner. 

The fact that worries me more 
than anything else is that we now have a 
national political police force of 10,000 
men under the central direction of New 
Scotland Yard whose chief is Leon 
Brittan, the Home Secretary. ] heard 
today the Home Secretary extend his 
powers over all the police forces: also 
Peter Walker has threatened to strengthen 
the law against trade unionists. 

Britain is becoming too near the 
Orwellian model in ‘1984’ for my peace 
of mind. 


Derek L Brown 
Par, Cornwall 


I find it most difficult to find the true 
situation in the coalfields — most 
comments are biassed. | worked among 
the miners in the Somerset Coalfields 
when the wage was 47/- per week and no 
overtime, no pit baths and no bathroom 
in the houses provided. I found miners 
the most friendly of people: they were 
never embarrassed by visitors when they 
were in the ‘bath’. | found that they had 
little conversation apart from their work 
and families. I sometimes wonder what 
they would feel if they mined coal today. 
Miners’ tools of trade then (1922-3) were 
pick and shovel. Modern mining is much 
less demanding: most of the work is done 
by machine and consequently a pit is 
‘worked out’ much more quickly than in 
days of yore. When a pit was closed for 
any reason I never knew of cash offers 
for early retirement or of transport to 
another working mine. If the sums 
offered are indeed up to £35,000, the 
miner who mined in my day would have 
felt himself in heaven. I have never earned 
that amount in any 30 years of my life 
and I worked for over 60 years. 

Mr Scargill obviously knows a 
good deal about mining and a lot more 
about the problems facing the industry 
but I feel that he is viewing these 
problems entirely from the miners’ point 
of view. One thing is certain: the country 
is living beyond its means. 

It can never support a welfare 
state and three million unemployed. The 
strike is costing the country much 
money. Surely half a dozen men could 
be found, wise enough to view the 
problem dispassionately, who would look 
at each pit which the ‘Board’ considers to 
be worked out, and give a ruling which 
each side is willing to accept. There is 
no room for an irresistible force and an 
immovable object. If there is a will on 
both sides to settle a problem which 
concerns us all, that is the main thing 
... | would willingly leave my bathchair 
to find common ground on which this 
problem can be solved. 

Every good wish to you and those 
people who keep things going at 
Wendover. 


Ron Barnes 
Rickmansworth 


Thank you, Toc H! 


Until a short time ago, l had been 
unemployed for five years. One day, 
during our Friendship Circle meeting, I 
was feeling a bit ‘up tight’ and went 
outside to sit on the wall. Just across the 
road was a new building site. | went and 
had a word with one of the men there, 
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who turned out to be the Quantity 
Surveyor. I asked if they would need a 
cabin man or watchman. | was told to 
come back when the site was opened. | 
did go back and left my name and 
address. After a fortnight of worry about 
still failing to find a job. I got a surprise. 
I came back from a Circle meeting to find 
a note asking me to ring a certain 
number. When I rang, I was told that 
Wimpeys had given me a job. 

All this may not sound unusual 
but I know that I got the job because | 
was prepared to help others. How did 
they know? Because I wear on my coats 
the blazer badge which says ‘Toc H Cares’ 
and this was noticed. So in my opinion 
it pays to advertise! 

May | say ‘Thank you, Toc H, for 
allowing me to be a member?’ 


Raymond Grainger 
Thornaby 


Oblivion, or .. .? 


] feel I must comment on two obiter 
dicta expressed by the Director and David 
Mayhew in your September issue. 

The Director writes (p11): ‘Bus a 
strategy for development whose broad 
thrust we can accept is surely better than 
a slow drift into oblivion. 

David Mayhew (pl2) ends a 
letter: $. . and Toc H will continue its 
steady decline into oblivion’. 

None has attempted to be more 
pragmatic than myself in meetings within 
this Region. by drawing attention to the 
malaise which at present afflicts our 
Movement, and is reflected in continua] 
closure of Branches. consequent 
reductions in membership, and the age 
level of those that remain. 

If present trends continue, it 
would not be difficult for actuarial 
measures to indicate when Toc H as a 
membership Movement within its present 
organisational structure will cease to exist 
as such: ] would hazard a guess in about 
seven years time. 

But that does not of necessity 
mean it ends in oblivion. 

With some £4m in assets, Toc H as 
a body corporate could still continue in 
existence if only with a central 
administration voicing the opinion of a 
band of abstract pensioners, young 
groups activating themselves through 
projects and playgroups, and liaising with 
other like minded organisations 
endeavouring to mitigate the erosion of 
our Christian society by new orders: also 
running the centres such as Cuddesdon, 
Alison House, Port Penrhyn etc. 

One is not pessimistic or a pedlar 
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of gloom in expressing such sentiments: 
many of us have struggled for 40 years or 
more, carrying the cross in our beloved 
Movement, and have had to be 
incorruptible optimists to carry on. 

The metamorphosis is taking place 
now, and can only be arrested if the 
future is faced with renewed commitment 
and faith today. Having analysed our 
problems, the membership must resolve 
to challenge apathy and defeatism now. 

It is fervently hoped that a God- 
given inspiration and renewal of fervour 
can be stimulated by the Day 
Conferences and the new leadership, so 
that our pledge to transmit to future 
generations our heritage and will to fight 
for the establishment of His Kingdom will 
not be forfeited. 

1984 was the year of Orwell: 1985 
will be the watershed year for Toc H. 


Gwilym Edwards 
Abergele, Clwyd 


Toc H Housing Association 


After reading the article in Point Three 
(June 1984), | am curious to know why 
Toc H wants to get involved in a housing 
association. Haven't we enough problems 
in organising Toc H — we appear to have 
difficulty in dealing with our own affairs? 
There are countless organisations in this 
field and they sometimes wish they had 
not ventured. 

We closed our Marks because they 
weren't viable. Having sold them, we were 
going to try Toc H Centres as and when 
they were needed. What happened to that 
idea? What has happened to the few 
centres we do have? Are they paying for 
themselves? Are they spreading the gospel 
of Toc H? Or are we going to sell these 
and go in for a glorified house agency? 

l would ask the CEC to have a 
re-think about this suggestion. People are 
not going to go into them just because 
the sign says ‘Toc H. | suggest they come 
back to the membership and ask them 
what they think. 


Doug Sobey 
Gloucester 


Onward Christian Soldiers 


May I revert to this subject. as the Revd 
Bill Elliot takes me to task (Point Three, 
September) for saying that a defensive 
war is no more evil than going to the 
assistance of an old lady being mugged. 
With respect both to him and his views, 
he has surely missed the point. I accept 
that I should turn the other cheek, but 
that gives me no excuse whatever to turn 
other people's cheeks instead, 


particularly when | am bound to defend 
them. wA iE 

Of course war is evil but if you are 
confronted with an attack on either your 
own kith and kin or your overseas 
brothers, to whom you are committed by 
treaty, would you become a renegade on 
the basis of a quite false (in my opinion) 
idealistic principle? 1 cannot imagine Bil] 
Elliott not going to the help of an old 
lady just because the mugger may be a 
member of Toc H! Bill. please just think 


again. 


R J R Trefusis 
Honiton, Devon 


What is a member? 


] would refer to the letter from Jim Lewis 
(Open Forum, May 1984). 

No doubt many other Toc H’ers 
will have hastened to ‘put Jim right’ but 
just in case they have not, may I add my 
comments? 

It appears to me that Jim has 
more than one problem. Firstly his 
statement that Toc H was based on ‘the 
Christian religion’. May | ask Jim which 
one? Surely we are a Christian-ising 
Movement, based on love and fellowship. 
‘Jane’ probably needs Toc H. 

May I quote our founder, ‘Tubby’: 
‘The Christian body was never meant to 
be a club of saints loving one another, but 


a company of adventurers loving 
everybody’. 

I have some happy wartime 
memories of Glenrothes and the 


surrounding area: we were on manoeuvres 
around there just prior to D-Day. 
Best wishes to all at Wendover. 


Raoul (Roy) Nieper 
Queensland, Australia 


It is never easy joining a discussion in 
the middle, but I believe that I can be of 
some help to Ann Crouch (Open Forum, 
September issue). It was encouraging to 
read that she tries to follow the teaching 
of Jesus, but I feel that, like | did once, 
she does not accept the whole teaching, 
which I believe it is necessary to do to be 
a Christian of any use to God. Her 
objection to sticking a name on ‘this 
spirit’ surprised me as Jesus everywhere 
calls God ‘Father’ For me, this enhances 
the experience rather than diminishes it, 
and it never ceases to thrill me that 1, too, 
may call God ‘my Father’, simply because 
t have accepted His forgiveness of my sins 
ae mec His Spirit into my life in new 
irth. 


T Richard Brown 
London 
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We will Re Lack of space has compelled us to hold x 
er over some obituary notices received. We y 


we regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In 1983 

Mr W P Authers MBE (East Devon 
District) 

In July 


Geoffrey D Kinns (Kennington (London)) 


In August 

May Abbott (Trimley) 

Frederick A Barrett (New Addington) 
Marjorie B ‘Podge’ Brightwell (Toftwood) 
Catherine D Douglas (Barrow on Humber) 
Ernest F Douglass (Eastbourne) 

William E Farraday (Parkhurst) 

William J Hamilton (South East Hants 
George Moore (Ashford) District) 
Walter E Newman (Parkhurst) 

Frank Stevens (Margate) 

Dorothy M ‘Bobby’ Taylor (Chepstow) 
Kathleen E Wren (Biggleswade) 


In September 

Gwyneth M Jones (Cardiff) 

John O Kirwin (Leicester District) 
Sydney H Leplar (Kettering) 
Douglas A Ridgway (Walsall) 


In October 
Gertrude Greenacre (South West Counties) 
Ceci] L Wingett (Melton Mowbray) 


Revd Gordon Turvey, a former member 
of Toc H staff in the Middle East, New 
Zealand and Australia, and in Liverpool, 
died in July at the age of 82. We hope to 
carry a full memorial of his Toc H life in 
a future issue. 


Margate Men’s Branch write to tell us that 
Francis Charles (Frank) Stevens died in 
August, age 75. Though a member of the 
Branch for only four years, he was a great 
help and will be much missed. 


Cowes & East Cowes Men’s Branch (now 
closed) report the deaths of ‘Pop’ Jones 
(in February) and Bill Farraday (in 
August). 

Pop, an active member of his 
Methodist Church, was a founder member 
of the Branch whose Secretary writes: 
‘He was always proud to carry the banner 
at Toc H Festivals, served for many years 
on the original District Team and was 
Practically permanent Guardian of the 
Lamp in Cowes Branch. One of his 
favourite jobs was visiting a local hospital 
Serving mentally handicapped women and 
a treasured memory was his singing 
“Away in a Manger” in the middle of a 
recreation ground during the height of 
Summer with a young resident . 


ee, 


@@@ hope to include these in future issues. 


hesith Pe Farraday had been in poor 


Or some time. ‘Bill joj 

3 joined the 
ane Branch in 1936, transferring from 
windon. He served the unit faithfully, 


Carrying in turn every officer’s job... He 
ie a member of the old District Team 
ki man years. If Bill had a job to do, it 
“as done meticulously. His gr 
is 3 eat lov 
Dor Knap...’ i POPER 
These two so different characters 
gave much to Toc H. They will be sadly 
missed by the entire Island District. 
ee 


George Moore (Ashford, Kent, Men’s 
Branch) died in August. George had been 
a founder member of the old 
Willesborough Branch. When it closed 
some four years ago, he became first a 
District member and then a member of 
Ashford Branch. He had held most 
Branch offices and, for the past three 
years, he had been both Chairman and 
Branch representative to the District. His 
death is a sad loss to his community in so 
many ways. 


Parkhurst (IOW) Men’s Branch report 
the death in August of Branch Pilot 
Walter Newman. He was 74. After long 
membership in Tavistock, Wally joined 
Parkhurst Branch 14 years ago. The 
Branch writes: ‘He was a source of 
inspiration to us all . We shall 
remember Wally with deep gratitude’. 


Fred Barratt (New Addington Branch) 
died in August after a painful illness. 
‘Fred had been our Treasurer for the past 
27 years and, until recently, a member of 
several local organisations which had been 
set up by Toc H.. . lam afraid | cannot 
express how deeply we respected him... 
We have lost a friend and a neighbour to 
(en a cc 


Bil] Barnes (Middlesbrough Men’s Branch) 
writes: ‘Eva Lumley died in February. 
Following a long Branch membership, at 
the time of her death she was a Cleveland 
District member. I feel that it is 
important to tell something of her story. 

‘Evas Toc H membership was 
dedicated and active, but this represented 
only part of her busy life. She was an 
active member of her Church, Mothers’ 
Union, Citizens Advice Bureau, 
Samaritans, Women’s Electrical 
Association and The Rent Tribunal. She 
organised concerts and pantomimes .. . 
All this and much, much more, her time 
and energy always given willingly. 
Obviously one cannot catalogue all her 
involvements, but she certainly lived out 


our Compass Points. 


—Editor 


‘Her funeral service was held in 
her Church, All Saints, Preston-on-Tees, 
at which a large congregation of family 
and friends attended. A clean, cared for 
building, the furnishings reflected the 
love of the church members. I was very 
interested in the standardised shape and 
style of the ‘kneelers’ although the 
Patterns embroidered on them were all 
individual. 

‘Some time after this service, 
Eva's husband, Jack, asked me whether I 
had a pattern or picture of the Ladies’ 
Toc H Lamp, as his daughter wished to 
make a ‘kneeler' for the Church in 
memory of her Mother, using the Lamp 
of the Magnificat as the centre piece. I 
should add that, though his daughter had 
never previously done such work, she was 
determined to complete this task as an 
act of remembrance to and for her 
Mother. 

was able to turn up one or two 
useful copies of the Lamp, from which 
she managed to work. Four months later, 
Jack passed on to me photographs of the 
completed kneeler, now in use in All 
Saints. 


‘Lam grateful for the opportunity 
to have played a small part in this work 
of love and dedication, and I hope that 


Toc H members will gain from the 
commitment of a young woman who was 
determined that her Mother's memory 
should be linked through Toc H to her 
Church. 

‘Mav God bless this gift, created 
to the memory of a much loved Mother 
who tried at all times to serve Him well. ' 


We give thanks for their lives | 
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Alison House 
{Holidays 1985 


collect halfpennies for Peter. 


April 4-9 Easter House Party that Doug is setting a good example! 
Don Cullen (Host) ! a 
July 6-13 John Cutt (Host) 
| July 27 - Aug 3 


Norman Brew/Brian Dodgson (Hosts) 

| Aug 3-10 Painting and Leisure 
Harry Muscutt (Tutor) 

Aug 10-17 Marjorie Berry (Hostess) 


Provisional Terms are: 
a. Easter House Party 
£51 per head (incl VAT) 


| b. All other holidays: 
Single room (10 only) 
£66 per week (incl VAT) 
Shared twin room 
£61 per person per week 
(incl VAT) 


I EL) SS SPN Bees 


Reduction for children under 13 


sharing room with parent(s) 


If you would like to receive a booking 
form please send a SAE to Alan 
Robson, Alison House, Intake Lane, 
Cromford, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 
3RH. 


Talbot House, 
Poperinge 


| 
As from | January 1985, the following 
| 


Please Note 


JOHN BURGESS 


John will be in Bangladesh with Peter 
East in the weeks leading up to the 
Christmas period. He has, therefore, 
asked us to pass on now to all 
members and staff his wishes for a 
very happy Christ mas. 


nightly accommodation rates apply at 
the Old House: 


One night only 
— 450 BF per person 
Two nights 
— 350 BF per person per night 
Three nights or more 
300 BF per person per night 
Garden House beds 
- 200 BF per person per night 


ISTOP PRESS! 


Bangladesh 


We are humbly grateful to ‘Help the 
Aged’ who have provided full financial 
backing for Peter East’s work with the 
aged poor reported in our November 
issue. 


Note; The current exchange rate 


(October 1984) is 75 Belgian Francs to 
the £ sterling. 


Small Ads 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five wecks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is 5p a word (minimum 50p) to Point 
Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, etc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bradford BD! 3HE. 


Christian Singles. Social events, nationwide. 
Friendship contacts, weekend houseparties, 
fellowship groups. Holidays, home/abroad. 
Christian Friendship Fellowship, Dept B23, 
Edenthorpe, Doncaster. 


In our April issue, we described Peter East’s 
Bangladesh and invited you to make a drive in your oO 


Doug Sobey (Gloucester) has offered a tw 
Branch or individual producing the largest 


PLEASE CASH IN YOUR HALFPENNIES AT 
AND SEND US A CHEQUE, PAYABLE TO TOC H. THE WHOLE SUM 
RAISED WILL GO TO PETER’S PROJECT. 


ECT 


th to live! Ý 


«You can help a child’ project in 
wn neighbourhood to 


o litre bottle of champagne to the 
sum. You can see from the picture 


en 


Photo: Citi. 
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THE END OF DECEMBER 


We have recently come across yet 
another case in which Toc H Lamps 
were placed on sale in an antique shop. 

The opening paragraph of 
Chapter 12 of Signpost says: “Each 
Lamp, whether donated or not, 


remains the property of Toc H and 
must be returned to Toc H if and 


when the Branch is closed’. 

This statement was reinforced 
in the General Secretary’s letter to all 
Branches and Districts sent out in 
March this year. In that letter, the 
return procedure was set out and you 
were all asked to help us complete an 
up to date record of where, and by 
whom, Lamps are held. 

Please, then, take great care. It 
is very upsetting to many members to 
see Toc H Lamps detached from their 
original purpose as the symbol held 
by a recognised Branch. 

en 
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